
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Michelle Cathorall        

Department: Kinesiology & Health Education    Phone Number: (618) 650- 2876 

E-mail Address: mcathor@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1126 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 2 additional, unfunded students 

(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which 

student receives the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.)  

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [X] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

  If “yes,” in which course?         Research Methods or as an Independent Study 

  If “yes,” for how many credit hours?     3 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  SIUE mainly but there will be some travel around the metro east area to 

conduct interviews  

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
This is a mixed methods study aimed at understanding the role of risk perception in decision making related to 

participating in recreational sports that have a high risk of injury. This study will focus on women who play roller 

derby. Women, aged 18-70, who skate with leagues registered with the Women’s Flat Track Derby Association 

(WFTDA) are eligible to participate in this study. Women will be recruited from the greater St. Louis areas roller 

derby leagues. Leagues in other states, including North Carolina, Virginia, Indiana, and other parts of Illinois, will 

also be recruited to participate. Participants will be asked to complete a brief questionnaire and to participate in 

either a face-to-face interview or focus group.  

Findings from this pilot study will be submitted for presentation at Public Health or Injury Prevention conferences 

and used to apply for funding from the NIH related to unintentional injury prevention. The findings from this pilot 

study will further be used to develop a larger scale study to validate the findings.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
The potential URCA assistant will assist in developing the questionnaire and the interview and focus group guides. 

After being trained on conducting interviews and focus groups, the potential URCA assistant will help implement 

the study by conducting interviews and focus groups as the note taker and/or facilitator, transcribing interview data, 

assisting with data analysis, and writing the draft manuscript.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
By the end of the semester the URCA assistant will have:  

   1) assisted with creating the questionnaire, interview and focus group guides,  

   2) conducted at least 8 interviews,  

   3) conducted at least 1 focus group,  

   4) transcribed the data of the interviews and the focus group he or she conducted,  



   5) assisted with the data analysis, and  

   6) written a draft manuscript in correct APA format.  

The student will have completed human subjects training and be very familiar with how to implement a research 

study, including developing interview guides and quantitative questionnaires, conducting interviews and focus 

groups, data security, data transcription and analysis and manuscript preparation 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

This project will require some evenings and possibly some weekends for interviews and focus groups. These times 

can be scheduled with flexibility around the assistants schedule. However much of the work can be done during the 

week, as the assistant's schedule permits. We will schedule a set meeting for once each week to discuss the project 

progress.  

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
For interviews and focus group sessions we will travel together to the sites, which will include locations in and 

around the metro east area and other areas in Illinois. The assistant may choose to use their own transportation or 

he/she can ride with me.  

  

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
Students must have completed HED 111 with at least a B.  

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

N/A 

 

 


